
Boonville Downtown Revitalztion Plan

Goals & Objectives

Vision Statement

Downtown Boonville will continue to be a great place to live, work, play, and visit by focusing on the 
heritage, charm, and small town feel that the downtown has to offer.  

Downtown Boonville will become a place for the entire community to come together, with a mix of unique and 
family owned businesses, multi-cultural activities, diverse festivals and events, and recreational options.

Downtown Boonville will become one of the best destinations in the area for people of all ages and interests, 
with a variety of social, cultural, and recreational opportunities.

Goals & Objectives

Community

A feeling of community is dependent upon those things that bring people together and make people proud 
of what their downtown has to offer.  Cultural and social opportunities, including parks, festivals, concerts, 
and special events, are vital in creating community feel.  Volunteer groups, non-profits, and business 
owners can work together to get people involved in creating that feel.

Goal

Create a positive feeling of community in Boonville where all organizations and individuals are willing to 
work together for the betterment of the downtown.

Objectives

 Consider hiring a full-time or part-time grant writer that focuses on winning grants for downtown  •
projects.

Coordinate efforts between the City and local organizations, such as local churches, the Kiwanis  •
Club, Lions Club, etc. to complete projects downtown.

Ensure coordination of planned improvements by the city, school corporation, parks department, and  •
social organizations so that all groups are aware of planned projects of all groups.

Increase awareness of downtown activities, businesses, special events, and city decisions through  •
the city website, Boonville Standard paper and website, WBNL AM 1540, and other local media.

Increase interaction between the city, county and schools to get students more involved in local  •
government.

Create a volunteer group, similar to Keep Evansville Beautiful that periodically picks up litter and  •
maintains planters in the downtown area.

Encourage social service organizations, such as Holly’s House and a homeless shelter, to create  •
centers in downtown Boonville.

Encourage the organization of a downtown neighborhood watch program. •

Review existing ordinances to ensure that they are appropriate for a downtown setting.  For example,  •
make sure that parking requirements for new businesses do not inhibit new development and building 
requirements do not inhibit reuse of older structures.

matts
Text Box
Option 1

matts
Text Box
Option 2

matts
Text Box
Option 3

matts
Text Box
(Choose one of the three options or combine portions of multiple options.)



Boonville Downtown Revitalztion Plan

Goals & Objectives

Amenities

Amenities are those things that fulfill the wants and needs of people in a 
community.  Grocery stores, specialty shops, banks, restaurants, and coffee 
shops are just a few of the places where citizens can get what they want 
and what they need.  When a downtown offers these amenities, residents will 
spend more time and money downtown than in other communities.

Goal

Create a dynamic downtown where Boonville residents have multiple 
opportunities for working, living, shopping, and entertainment.

Objectives

Add a Wi-Fi network that is available to all businesses on the square,  •
which would help draw people to Yesterdaze, the Locust Street Café, 
and Kenny’s Golden Oak Saloon, as well as encourage others to open 
restaurants and coffee shops downtown.

Consider creating a HUB Zone or TIF district downtown to help pay for  •
improvements downtown.

Create a small business incentives program to help bring new  •
businesses to downtown Boonville.

Encourage business owners to develop lofts on the second and third  •
floors of buildings.

Ensure that rear access to existing businesses is adequate for deliveries  •
and discourage delivery trucks from making stops on Main Street, Locust 
Street, 2nd Street, and 3rd Street, especially around the Square.

The Square

The Square is the focal point of the City of Boonville and all of Warrick County.  
It is important to set it apart from everything else in the area, through a unified 
look and feel for the Courthouse and surrounding buildings.

Goal

Create a sense of place around the Courthouse that distinguishes the square 
as a destination and the focal point of the city.  

Objectives

 Make improvements to the appearance of the Square by: •
 reconstructing sidewalks, •
 improving curb and guttering, •
 burying utility lines, •
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 replacing existing street lights with period lighting, •
 adding planters in front of businesses, •
 adding seasonal banners on street lights, and •
encouraging businesses to make façade improvements. •

Make the Square more pedestrian friendly by: •
adding picnic tables on the Courthouse lawn, •
adding benches on the Courthouse lawn and in front of  •
businesses,
adding bicycle racks,  •
improving crosswalks, and •
improving and adding period signage. •

Add informational signs on the square that list businesses, annual  •
events, and parking locations.

Seasonally decorate the Courthouse and match the decorations with  •
seasonal banners on street lights.

Initiate a “beautiful downtown” awards program sponsored by the city  •
and/or a downtown business owners association, which provides an 
annual award for businesses downtown with attractive facades, planters, 
benches, tables, etc.  This will encourage business owners to beautify 
their buildings.

Consider moving the Farmer’s Market from the Boonville-Warrick County  •
Public Library parking lot to the Courthouse Lawn and/or 2nd Street 
between Main Street and Locust Street or Locust Street and Walnut 
Street.

Remove parking meters from the Courthouse Square and along Main  •
Street, Locust Street, 2nd Street and 3rd Street.  OR  Enforce parking 
meters and two hour limits on the Courthouse Square, and along Main 
Street, Locust Street, 2nd Street and 3rd Street.  Add signs to parking 
meters pointing out free parking at meters from 6:00 PM to 7:00 AM and 
all day on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.

Add a sound system on the square that could be used for special events  •
and seasonal music.

Add a public restroom on the square. •

The Corridor

The Corridor links the east and west ends of downtown Boonville and creates 
gateways to downtown at each end of the one-way streets.  

Goal

Create a gateway to the downtown and a link to the Square for neighborhoods 
to the east and west.
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Objectives

Make improvements to the appearance of the Corridor by: •
reconstructing sidewalks, •
improving curb and guttering, •
replacing existing street lights with period lighting, and •
adding seasonal banners on street lights. •

Add gateways at each end of Locust street where it connects to Main  •
Street to become a two-way street.

Add informational signs on Main Street and Locust Street that point  •
people in the direction of the Courthouse, City Hall, City Lake Park, 
Breckenridge Park, Scales Lake, the School Corporation Offices, and 
Boonville High School.

Recreation and Tourism

Recreational opportunities are becoming more and more important in 
communities, as people of all ages see the importance of getting outside and 
spending time with others.  This can include a playground, walking trail, or 
simply a sitting park for people to gather.  Tourism is also important to attract 
people from outside of the city and show what Boonville has to offer.

Goal

Create a downtown that has multiple options for recreation and is a gathering 
place where people can come together.

Objectives

Create a promotional brochure and/or video (DVD, YouTube) for  •
downtown Boonville that promotes recreational opportunities, annual 
events, and businesses, paid for through business advertising.

Connect downtown to recreational areas in the city, especially City Lake  •
Park and Breckenridge Park with designated trails, sidewalks, and bike 
paths.  Also consider trails/bike paths connecting Scales Lake and the 
city’s schools.

Add a small downtown park for people to gather and for small events.   •
This could be in the form of a small sitting park, such as a pocket park at 
the southeast corner of Locust Street and 2nd Street after removing the 
existing dilapidated structure.

Add rain gardens downtown to help control water runoff.  This could be  •
included in a downtown park, as part of sidewalk reconstruction, or as a 
community garden.

Consider adding other pocket parks on vacant lots in the future.   •
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Create a Community Development Corporation (CDC), similar to Historic  •
Newburgh Incorporated, to complete projects associated with the 
Downtown Revitalization Plan, advance tourism in Boonville, organize 
annual events, and promote the history and historic structures of 
downtown.

Consider adding an innkeeper’s tax to help fund projects and events of  •
the CDC.

Add historical markers on structures and specific locations throughout  •
downtown Boonville and promote the city’s history through a downtown 
walking tour, brochure, and/or website.

Consider adding cultural activities, including an arts and/or music  •
festival, as an annual event downtown or by adding a cultural arts center.

Consider adding more festivals and parades on 2nd Street and  •
Courthouse lawn.

Remove the vacant gas station on the southwest corner of Main Street  •
and Vine Street and add a skatepark with small parking lot. 

Add a Friday night “Movies in the Park” series during the summer  •
months, potentially at a new pocket park at the southeast corner of 
Locust Street and 2nd Street.

Encourage investors to bring a small cinema and/or bowling alley into  •
the downtown area.  

Encourage the City, schools, churches, and youth organizations to work  •
together to create a community center for the youth.




